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High Moments and Offering Plates 
Each Sunday, the Offering is the high point of the worship service. 

The order of worship tells a story. We gather at the Lord’s invitation 
(Call to Worship). We ask to be delivered from anything that separates 
us from God’s goodness (Prayer of Adoration and Confession). We 
are engaged by God’s Word (Reading and Hearing of Scripture, and 
the Sermon). In this pattern, the Offering is our response to God. It 
comes at the end of worship because it is a capstone.  

The End (of the Year) Is The Beginning 
 In a similar way, the Giving Season (Stewardship) comes at the 
end of the year. Our planned financial giving to the church is the          
capstone on the year’s devotion. The church builds its budget for the 
next year based on our pledges, so the Giving Season is also a way 
of looking forward to our commitments for the future. 

In the Presence of God’s People 
 Giving to the church is a clear biblical mandate. Psalm 116:14 
says, “I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s         
people.” There are simpler and more efficient ways of collecting your 
financial gifts, but the taking up of an offering in worship is the way we 
show accountability to God, and to the people of God. 
 The Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green is a missional church. 
Presbyterians represent an important theological tradition, which 
uniquely understands people’s equality before God, the centrality of 
Jesus Christ in scripture and as head of the church, and the Bible as 
“The only rule for faith and life.” We are alive in ministry to our           
community and world. The church provides many and various ave-
nues of service, so that we may put our faith into action. The staff of 
the church participates in the ministry of the church, and we finally 
have a full staff.  

Success is Evidence of Many Years’ Faithfulness 
 The success of the church and the effectiveness of its ministries 
are not a reason to give this season, so much as they are evidence of 
years and generations of faithful support. Our church is generous. 
 The church’s budget for 2019 will be roughly $690,000. Dedication 
Sunday is November 11

th
. Rejoice and be glad! 

 

 And Know You Are Loved, 
                                        Matthew 
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Christian Education 

Advent Workshop – Sunday November 25, 3:00-4:30pm Fellowship 
Hall.  Come make an Advent Wreath and possibly some other fun items 
to help in preparation for Advent and Christmas.  We will have wet-able 
foam and advent candles ($10), bring greenery from your yard to share.  
You will also need a dish that will keep the foam secure (a straight sided 
dish, such as Corning Ware or other waterproof pan).  Candle devotion 
guides will be available.  
 

 

 

Parents of Preschoolers will meet Wednesday November 7 and  
Thursday November 8, 8:45am in the Nursery.  We’ll have hot coffee,  
yummy treats and warm fellowship.  All parents with preschool-age 
children are welcome to join us.  Help is needed with yummy but  
simple treats!  Sign up here to help us have delicious hospitality:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-feed  
 
 

Christmas Parade Outreach Returns (and 
expands!).  Join us Saturday December 1 to hand out hot chocolate 
to any who pass by our steps before the parade starts.  We gather at 
8:15 to prepare.  Then invite them inside for our first Christmas Mar-
ket and Brunch in Fellowship Hall, open 9am-2pm.  We anticipate 
having a variety of hand-crafted items from our members as well as 
local artisans  
available for your holiday gift-giving. AND all proceeds  from table- 

                                         space goes to support Habitat for Humanity.     
 
 

GOD.IS.WITH.US. will be our theme for Advent.  Our Sunday  
morning Sunday school will be intergenerational from December 2-23  
and will also explore the theme.  We look forward to a time of learning 
and fellowship, along with breakfast!  Once again, we will share table  
fellowship beginning around 9:15am, with our lesson beginning at  
9:30, and concluding by 10:15 or so.  Help will be needed with  
breakfast items.  Sign up here:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-breakfast  
Our hospitality needs to be abundant, as we often host our friends.   
Extra food will be used for Room in the Inn each week as well.   

 
CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT will be a bit different this year.  If you know your family will 
be here, please let Leslee Kirkconnell know as soon as possible.  We have several speaking 
parts and to avoid having multiple rehearsals, scripts need to be distributed by mid-November.  
This is a fresh re-telling of the wonderful news of Christ’s birth and we anticipate a good          
pageant. And if you your child or youth would like to play their instrument as part of the           
preludes for Christmas Eve, please let Leslee know that also. Pieces should be appropriate for 
                             worship, but do not NEED to be Christmas pieces.  Questions?  See Leslee.   
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-feed
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-breakfast
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Christian Education 

Faith in the in-between – a faithful life seeks to grow and practice 
faith every day.  Here are some activities for you to enhance your 
faith together at home.  Many families enjoy picking apples during 
the fall.  Here are some ideas for sharing your bounty:   
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/apples-to-share-2   
 
 

Prayer is one of the best gifts we can give ourselves and each other.  Using some window 
markers or crayons, you can post prayers on windows, mirrors and more.  Click here:   
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/window-prayers 
 
Saying thank you should be second nature to all of us, yet we can and should go deeper as 
adults.  Especially when we are in close relationships with significant others.  Strengthen your 
faith and your marriage (or relationship with these suggestions:   
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/appreciate-and-admire  
 

 
Confirmation Classes continue, meeting November 11 and 18, 
4:00pm in the Conference Room.  Our 10 young people and their 
mentors are working hard, discussing questions of faith, wrestling 
with new ideas, reading and discussing Bible stories, all in prepara-
tion for their public proclamation of faith next spring (Easter Sunday). 
Please keep this group in your prayers.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATES TO NOTE: 

 

Confirmation Class, November 11 and 18, 4:00pm 

Advent Workshop – November 25, 3:00-4:30pm Fellowship Hall 

Angel Tree/Christmas Book Sale  November 18 - December 2 

Advent Sundays Together, December 2-23, 9:30am Fellowship Hall 

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, December 16, 11:30am; December 23,  

                                                     at 11:30am, (with lunch) 

Christmas Eve Worship, 5:00pm and 10:00pm 

New Year’s Eve Game Night:  December 31, 4:00-10:00pm, Fellowship Hall 

Epiphany Pot Luck Breakfast and Celebration, January 6, 2019 

http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/apples-to-share-2
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/window-prayers
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/appreciate-and-admire
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To Duffy Hayes in the death of her sister 
To Dana Patterson in the death of her mother-in-law Virginia Patterson 
To Herb Simmons in the death of his brother Galen Simmons 
To Susan Thomison in the death of her father Jack Stambro 
To Cheryl Gregory in the death of her uncle Bob Shaffer 
To the family of Sara Payne 
 

Church and Community 

THANKSGIVING DINNER A potluck            
dinner will take place on Thursday,           
November 22nd in the Fellowship Hall at 
12:00 noon. Turkey and dressing will be 
provided. Bring your favorite side dish and 
come join other church family members 
around the tables to share a meal and give 
thanks! (Consider bringing an extra,            
second small dish of the same thing to share with our guests that evening at Room In the Inn. 
We will be hosting again on Thanksgiving night.) Please let Cheryl know in the office if you 
wish to attend, or if you can volunteer to help with:  Early set up, helping in the kitchen to 
warm food, put out drinks and arrange the potluck dishes on Thursday morning; clean up           
after meal, or delivering food to shut-ins after the meal.  
  
 

VESPER SERVICE ON THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT   
 The congregation is now familiar with the annual four o’clock vesper service on the 

first Sunday of Advent. The date is December 2nd. The intention is to have a quieter 

time to reflect on the meaning of Christ’s entry into this word. The organ music is          

intentionally quieter… the hymns are suggestive of the miracle of Christ’s entry… the 

prayer and readings are in the aspect of anticipation.   

 Remember the date; mark it on the calendar. Invite friends and join the church for this 

time of spiritual preparation. —Thomas N. Moody, organist 

  

 
 

ADVENT is a time of waiting, of preparation.  Our Wednesday evenings  
  
TIME CHANGE  A reminder- the time will change on Sunday, November 4

th
. Mark your           

calendar and remember to set clocks back one hour that Saturday night.  
   
GALLERY EXHIBIT  In our the Fellowship Hall gallery now: a photography exhibit by the 
Sunny 16 Camera Club. This always popular show will run until December 6

th
.  
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Church and Community 

LOOKING TOWARD 200 YEARS….. 
 Just last week, I was rereading articles of merger from our Session Minutes, 1949. 
There are many things to note, but I was touched by one request: “Please find a way to 
include our (Westminster) memorial windows in the First Presbyterian building.” At that 
point, the present edifice (First Church) had been selected as the more appropriate of 
the two buildings. Those pictorial stained glass windows were not moved. Currently, you 
may have noted them on the 12

th
 Street side of the work being done for the Greek            

restaurant.   
      The windows which are currently in our 

Sanctuary were installed in the early 

1950’s…. a project largely sponsored by 

Women of the Church.  You will realize the 

Liturgical colors (white, red, purple, green 

and blue). They replaced the non-pictorial 

ones installed at the time of restoration  

following Civil War.  The single, Victorian-

styled one was given as a memorial to 

James Rumsey Skiles, the donor of the lot 

on which this al church was erected.  The 

stained glass window in the Chapel had 

been in a Louisville convent chapel. It was 

installed here in memory of Margie Helm.  

                                                - TNM 
 

Pre-1895 photo of the church ► 
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Missions 

Our Youth are working on this special mission project.  The decorated 
tree will be up on Sunday November 18 with angels that carry          
information about families and items to purchase.  We are once again 
partnering with McNeill Elementary to provide hope for those who 
can’t otherwise afford to give their children gifts during the holidays.  
We are also providing love for Uspiritus ‘graduates,’ those who have 
moved into transitional housing as young adults.  We will collect gift 
cards (as listed on the angel) for Uspiritus.  All gifts must be wrapped, with the angel securely        
attached for identification purposes, not later than Monday December 10th.  Delivery will be that 
Saturday and time will be needed to organize, as well as shop for the food we also provide, thanks 
to our Deacons (and your generosity of funding that endeavor also). 
 

 
We are one month out!  You do not want to miss 
our first Christmas Market and Brunch on the first   
Saturday of December.  Coinciding with the Down-
town Christmas Parade, we look forward to a busy 
morning of sharing God’s love, first with hot           
chocolate on the sidewalk, and then inside with 
brunch items to purchase as well as a wide variety 
of handcrafted goods.  We will have our Christmas 

Book Sale and Living Waters necklaces also available. Table space is $25 and those funds           
support Habitat for Humanity.  Some of our crafters will be donating their sales to Habitat and other 
mission causes we support as well.  A great opportunity to give a gift that will continue to give!  
Questions?  Contact Shannon Dyche, shannonlilgirl@gmail.com.  
 

Do you have a few hand-make items you would like to donate for our Christmas Market?  
We will have one table for those items.  You tell us how much and we will sell and donate the  
money to Habitat.  If you have more than just a few items, please consider paying for table space 
and supporting Habitat.  Tables will be $25 until November 15.  After that, the cost will be $30, so 
sign up now!  We’ll have sign ups available in the 10

th
 Ave Lobby or you can go online -  

http://bgpres.org/form.php?pageID=60&view=mobile  
 

Help will be needed for our Christmas Market and Brunch. If you can give us some time,             
we will have something for you to do!  Visit here for the Signup Genius:  
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas)                        
You can also contact Shannon Dyche.    
 
ROOM IN THE INN begins November 15th.  Sign-up sheets are in the 10

th
 

Ave. lobby.  Help is    needed with overnight hosting, meal preparation (dinner/ 
breakfast) and more.  New New New!  We have a stocked pantry of items to 
help with dinner – for those nights when extra mouths appear or folks are extra-
hungry.  We have also compiled a simple ‘cookbook’ to help guide dinner cooks 
in making enough to feed 30 people.  Please note the pantry is EXTRA for 
those occasional nights.  Those who sign up to cook dinner should not plan to 
use those items unless needed for extra guests or if food runs low.  Questions?  
See Shannon Dyche or Leslee Kirkconnell.   

mailto:shannonlilgirl@gmail.com
http://bgpres.org/form.php?pageID=60&view=mobile
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas
mailto:shannonlilgirl@gmail.com
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Financial Report 

Saturday Meals is November 3.  HELP IS NEEDED - bread 
pick up on Friday evening at Panera (bread must be brought 
to St. Joseph’s Church by 6:00am Saturday), willing hands to 
help organize the meals beginning at 6:30am on the 3

rd
, and 

drivers to deliver the hot meals and other items beginning at 
8:30am.  Find out how to help by contacting Debbie Trickey at 

                                                   dtrickey_123@yahoo.com.   
 
 
 
BOOK SALE RETURNS!  November 18-December 2.  We will have 
books for children AND adults.  This is a fundraiser and we will keep 
20% of sales (over $200).  These funds will benefit Living  

Waters for the World.  Watch for a special display 
in the 10

th
 Ave Lobby.  You will be able to order 

any book on display as well as those on the order 
form.  Books will arrive in time for Christmas          
giving!  Questions?  See Leslee Kirkconnell.  

mailto:dtrickey_123@yahoo.com
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Youth Ministries 

 
COMING UP IN YOUTH EVENTS: 

 

November 9th-11th:  Some of the youth will be away at Camp 
Loucon for the  weekend. Please pray for the group’s safety and a fun 
filled time for them. 
 
November 11th:  Come along to youth group as we come to         
decorate the Christmas tree and have some food and board games. 
 
December 2nd:  We will attend our church Vespers service at 
4pm followed by  a youth dinner. 
 
December 9th:  Youth Family Christmas party:  Bring your youth 
and family along to our end-of-year youth Christmas party, with          
some festive food, fun, and  games.  
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Presbyterian  Women 
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November Birthdays 

November 1 

 Sharon Hendrix 

 Curtiss Long 

November 3 

 Gary Hanks 

 Taliaferro Wiatt 

November 4 

 Trudy Burkeen 

November 5 

 William Rabold, Jr. 

November 6 

 Hayward Beliles 

 Stuart Kernohan 

November 7 

 Claire Duren 

November 10 

 Brad Thomison 

November 11 

 Hunter Murphy 

November 12 

 Lloyd Ferguson 

 Ron Shrewsbury 

November 13 

 Denny Wedge 

 Julie Wedge 

November 14 

 Lola Baker 

 

November 15 

 Carter Clemons 

November 17 

 Grant Clemons 

November 18 

 Emily Kessler 

 Sarah Kessler 

 Peg Truman 

November 20 

 David Muffett 

November 22 

 David Coverdale 

 Sarah Jackson  

 Cindy Tanner 

November 23 

 Sandy Franklin  

 Rob Hale 

November 24 

 Bob Bueker 

 Paul Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 25 

 Jean Harris 

 Charles Reid 

 George Watson 

November 26 

 Norma Johnson  

 David Stites 

 Joe Ward 

November 27 

 Basil Jones 

November 28 

 Miguel Castro 

 Bob Haynes 

November 29 

 Susan Daniel 

November 30  

 Trevor Webb 

 David Yusk 
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November Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

7:00pm 

Community Bible 

Study 

2 
  

3 

Saturday 

Meals 
 

Presbtytery 

mtg.  

Danville 

4         All Saints’ Day 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Childrens’ 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School  

10:30am Worship 
11:30am Chili  

cookoff 
  

5 

11:00am 

Circle 3 
  

6 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 

Election Day 

7 
 
 
 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

8 
 
 
 
7:00pm 

Community Bible 

Study 

9 

10:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 

 

Camp Loucon 

retreat 

10 

Veteran’s 

Day  

Parade 

11 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Childrens’ 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
9:45am Sunday  

Circle 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am CE MInistry 
5:30pm Youth Group 
  

12 

11:30am 

Circle 9 
  

13 

11:00am Special 

Care 

 

 
 
7:00pm Evening 

Circle 
7:00pm Camera 

Club 
  
Presbytery mtg. 
  

14 

9:15am Wed Morn 

Circle 
10:00am Circle 6 

 
 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

15 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm RITI 

16 
  

17 
  

18 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Childrens’ 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School  

10:30am Worship 
5:30pm Youth Group 
      (Angel Tree) 
  

19 
  

  
  

20 

11:00am Special 

Care 
11:00am Finance 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
6:00pm Chairs 

mtg. 
7:00pm Session 

21 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

  

  

  
  

22 

12:00pm  

Thanksgiving  

Dinner 

 

6:00pm RITI 

  

Office closed 

  

23 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Office closed 

  

24 
  

25 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Childrens’ 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School  

10:30am Worship 
3:00pm Advent 

Wkshp 
5:30pm Youth Group 
  

26 
  

27 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 

 

 
7:00pm Missions 

28 
 
 
 
5:30pm Advent 

Dinner 

6:15pm Worship  

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

29 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm RITI 

30 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

November 15 is the deadline for the December 2018 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                      Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                     Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                              Secretary 

Dana Patterson             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                                Sunday Sexton 

Ellie Osborne                                                     Children’s Music 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

2018  


